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SMALL-POX IN LONDON.
PREVALENCE.

THE nimber of cases of small-,pox under treatment in the
hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board on Saturday,
November 30th, had risen to 427, the largest number recorded
during the present epidemic. Since then the number of
cases'admitted has still further exceeded the number dis-
charged, so that at midnight on December 2nd-3rd there were
459',patients under treatment.

STATMTICS OF SMALL-POX AND V tacINATION.
The publicationin the Times of an article, giving the vaccina-

tion statistics of the small-pox cases in the hospital ships, will,
we hope, tend to satisfy those who have been desirous of
learning whether the evidence of the present outbreak tends
to support the arguments of those who favour or are opposed
to vaccination. By all who have had experience of former
outbreaks 'no new lesson is learnt-it is found that vacci-
nation in infancy protects for a number of years against
attacks of and against death from small-pox; that after
the lapse of years this protection wanes, and that the
protection must be renewed by revaccination to maintain
immunity from small-pox. The table given in the
article, which shows the numbers attacked and the
number of deaths at the several ages with the condition as
to vaccination of those at -each age. does not, however, pre-
cisely accord with the tabular classification of the deaths from
small-pox in the weekly returns of the Registrar-General.
This, however, is, we understand, due to the fact that the re-
turns take no account of the time when the patient was vac-
cinated. Vaccination performed after infection with small-
pox and too late to be protective against the attack entitles
the patient to be classified if he dies as " vaccinated." Thus
the deaths of 3 vaccinated children under I year of age have
recently been registered.
We read in the return of the forty-fifth week:
In the course of the fortnight ended November 2nd there were ad-

mitted to the hospital ships at Dartford two newly-born infants, together
with their mothers, who were suffering from small-pox. These infants
died shortly after admission; they were vaccinated at the ships, but not
until they had become infected with small-pox.
In the return of the forty-sixth week it is stated:
An infant who died from small-pox in the hospital ship Atlas on

November 13th, aged 15 days, had beenvaccinated on November ist. This
case is classed as " vaccinated " in Table 4.
The first two cases are interesting, because the interval

which elapsed between the birth and the date of the attack
by small-pox was less than the incubation period of small-
pox; they had therefore before birth been infected with the
small-pox from which their mothers were suffering, and the
vaccination being performed necessarily after birth, was too
late to prevent their subsequent attack and death. In the
third case the same course of events probably occurred. We
shall hope to learn later the date of the appearance of the
disease; but, even supposing infection occurred at the time
of birth, it was too early to enable the subsequent vaccination
to overtake the small-pox.
We publish in anotlher column a letter from Dr. W. R.

Macdonell, one of the mathematicians who is engaged in
statistical word in association with Professor Karl Pearson,
showing that in the present epidemic, so far as the figures
are at present available, there is an even larger correlation be-
tween recovery from small-pox and, the presence of vaccin-
ation marks than existed in the epidemic of 1893 1 So far as
the statistics upon which Dr. Macdonell's clculations are
founded go, his results confirm the numerical weight of the
previous calculation.

FINSBURY.
The latest report of Dr. Newman, M.O.H., Finsbury, states

that down to November 26th 54 cases of small-pox had been
notified in the borough. Of these 12 had never been
vaccinated, and 40 others had only been vaccinated in infancy,
leaving two cases in which efficient vaccination had been done
during the last ten years. They were the two children, aged
7 and 8 respectively, of one of the cases who had on three or
four days " kissed and fondled " them while suffering from
unrecognised but virulent small-pox. Among the whole 54
cases 6 deaths had occurred, 3 in unvaccinated persons, 2 in
persons only vaccinated in infancy, and death appeared to bs-
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due to complications. The sixth death was in a boy aged io
years and 4 months, who while himself very frail, was
one of IO children, 8 of whom had died in infancy from con-
stitutional diseases, and he died from complications.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCES
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL.

THE President of Council regrets that in the BRTISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL of November 2nd, in the Report of Proceedings of
Council, a copy of a letter appears in which is contained an
expression capable of being interpreted as reflecting upon
the position and status of the Manchester Evening News.
In publishing such letter the Council did not intend in any

way to reflect on the newspaper in question, and very much
regret that any expressions capable of such a construction
should have been used.

429, Strand, December 2nd, I9OI.

BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD.
SOUTH-EAsTzRN BRANCH: WEST SussiEx DIsTRicT.-The next meeting of

this District will be held at the Norfolk Hotel, Arundel, on Tuesday,
December ioth, at 3.30 P.M. Dr. Eustace (Arundel) will preside. Agenda:
Minutes of the Worthing meeting. To decide when and where the next
meeting shall be held, and to nominate a member of the Branch to take
the chair thereat. The following papers, etc., have been promised:-Dr.
H. A. Caley (London) : Peridiaphragmatic Lesions. Dr. Eustace
(Arundel): The Treatment of Heart Disease. Dr. Lapthorne (Littlelhamp-
ton): (i) A Case of Retention of Urine in a Boy; (2) The Notes of two
Abdominal Cases. Members desirous of exhibiting specimens, or reading
notes of cases, are invited to communicate at once with the Honorary
Secretary. Dinner at the Norfolk Hotel at 5.30; charge 68., exclusive of
wine. The Honorary Secretary would be much obliged if members would
kindly inform whether they intend, if possible, to be present at the
meeting, and if likely to remain to dinner. By so doing they will very
materially facilitate arrangements, and promote the success of the meet-
ing. All members of the South-Eastern Branch are entitled to attend,
andto introduce professional friends-H. C. L. MORRIS, Io, The Steyne,
Bognor, Honorary Secretary.

SHROPSHIRE AND MID-WALEs BRANCH.-The next. meeting of the
Clinical and Pathological Section of this Branch will be held at the Salop
Infirmary, on ¶Iuesday, December zoth, at 5 P.M. Mr. T. Law Webb in the
chair. Cases will be shown by Dr. Gardner, Mr. MacLeod, and Dr.
McClintock (for Dr. Cureton). Papers:-The Chairman: On Leukaemia,
illustrated by diagrams, blood preparations, and cases. Dr. Sankey: A
Case of Double Suppurative Parotitis. Dr. Codd: On the "Electric
Series" Bath. Dr. R. de S. Stawell: A Case of Post-epileptic Automatism.
Demonstrations will be given by Dr. Cureton and Dr. Cecil Salt. It Is hoped
that every member will endeavour to attend this meeting.-HAROLD H. B.
MACLEOD and LEONARD J. GODSON, Shrewsbury, Honorary Secretaries.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
BRISTOL.

Annual Meeting of University College.- University College
Colston Society's Dinner.

THE annual meeting of the Governors of Bristol University
College was held on November 20th, the Bishop of Hereford
presiding. The report of the Council stated that the number
of students attending classes showed a very satisfactory in-
crease; also that the students on an average took out a more
full and complete oourse of instruction. The Council wel-
comed the members of the Western College which for greater
education advantages had recently migrated from Plymouth
to Bristol. The clinical and bacteriological laboratory, now
open for little over a year, had received eighty-eight speci-
mens for examination-a number which was considered satis-
factory. Very valuable assistance had been afforded by the
laboratory in the examination of some rats found dead in a
ship, the presence of the plague bacillus being ascertained
and reported, so that the Medical Officer of Health was able
to take prompt measures to safeguard the city. The new
buildings, the large hall, library, and biological lecture rooms
afford much-needed space, but additional room was still
required.
In the Hall was held the second University College Colston

Society's dinner, at which Sir Michael Foster was the guest
and chief speaker. It resulted in 6400 being handed over to
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the College. The Vice-Chairman, Mr. P. J. Worsley, referred
to the large amount of research being carried on by the staff
in addition to their work of lecturing, thereby keeping the
College in the front of scientific investigation as well as
stimulating the students to engage in similar undertakings.
The Bishop of Hereford referred to the steady increase in the
number of students as a gratifying fact, but more satifactory
was the report he had received that the quality of the work
showed improvement. He spoke in eulogistic terms of the
work done by the medical department, and expressed his
belief that one of the best things effected by the supporters of
the College was the additional strength and support given to
the medical school. Educational movements of all kinds were
now being heard of, and he hoped that before long the ques-
tion of a university for the West of England, with Bristol as
as its centre, would become a pressing one. It would be a
proud day for those who had for twenty-five years worked for
the University College when they felt that the new university
was an assured fact.

CORRESPONDENCE,
MORTALITY OF SMALL-POX IN VACCINATED AND

TJNVACCINATED PERSONS.
SIR,-In a letter published in the BRITISH MEDICAL

JOURNAL of October 26th, Professor Karl Pearson pointed out
that " in exhibiting the relationship between two quantities
we can obtain absolutely reliable statistical results from very
broad classifications." These results are obtained by a
method which Professor Pearson has explained very fully in
a paper on the Correlation of Characters not Quantitatively
Measureable in the Philosophical Transactions, vol. cxcv, pp.
I to 47, and having used this method largely and tested it
with excellent results in the course of a recent anthropometric
inquiry into certain physical characters in criminals, I have
applied it to the very interesting statistics relating to the pre-
sent epidemic of small-pox which were published in the Times
of November 30th.
The "broad classifications" here are vaccinated, unvac-

cinated, recoveries, and deaths. The statistics can then be
exhibited in a four-fold table, thus:

Recoveries. Deaths. Totals.

Vaccinated ... ... , s 45 240
Unvaccinated ... ... 83 71 log

Totals ..... . 233 iI6 349

The two quantities whose relationship we have to discover
are strength to resist small-pox, and degree of effective vacci-
nation; in neither case is a quantitative scale attainable; we
know only the number of recoveries and deaths, and the
presence or absence of vaccination marks.
The, problem is to calculate the coefficient of correlation

between the two quantities. Applying Professor Pearson's
method to the above table, I find that this coefficient is
o.6733; this is evidently higher than the. coefficient calculated
by Professor Pearson for the epidemic of I893, namely, o.V54,which he characterised as "quite a large correlation.' I
should point out, however, that his calculation was based on
2,08I cases, mine on 349 only; I cannot, therefore, claim that
my result is definitive, but, taken with Professor Pearson's, it
may help us to form an idea of the degree of relationship in
question.
In the Times statistics it appears that ig " doubtful " cases

with II deaths are included in the "non-vaccinated"; it
would be very desirable to have these " doubtful" cases
shown separately in any future tables.-I am, etc.,
Enfleld, Dec. 2nd. W. R. MACDONELL.

THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL ELECTION.
The Gallery of the Council Chamber.

SIR,-I have already, in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
November 23rd, exposed Dr. McCook Weir's malversations of
my words.

As I stated in the General Medical Council on December 2nd,
his second letter, in which he repeats his offence, is a literary
forgery, inasmuch as he not only places words in inverted
commas, alleging I used them, though I did not, as your re-
port shows,; but he also entirely falsifies my meaning, seeing
that I showed Mr. Brown's election would be most injurious to
reform and direct representation.
Dr. McCook Weir's conduct is a very typical instance of the

manner in which Mr. Brown and his friends are conducting
his candidature.-I am, etc.,
Cavendish Square, Dec. 4th.. VICTOR HORSLEY.

Mr. Victor Horsley's Protest and Warning.
SIR,-I observe Mr. Horsley's letter is dated November 28th,

therefore it must have been written in haste, and doubtless
also in anger, but neither condition justifies the unmannerly
expressions of the second paragraph. But it is more even than
uncivil-it makes assertions entirely contrary to fact. In the
circular in question there is no mention-not even a sugges-
tion of a change of title of any Bill; it states distinctly
" abandoned" the Obstetric Nurses Bill and " substituted " a
Midwives Bill; and for Mr. Horsley to suggest that the electors
could misconstrue these words as he would have your readers
believe he did is an insult to their intelligence.

I do not write in my capacity of Chairman of Messrs. Brown
and Jackson's Election Committee. I do not consider Mr.
Horsley's protest and warning of sufficient importance as to
command official notice, but I submit that having published
this remarkable communication, it was your duty, in fairness
to the candidates whose interests it was clearly intended to
damage, to intimate, as is your occasional practice, in a foot-
note to your readers that the information in the circular Mr.
Horsley protested against, and indeed the whole of the facts
contained therein, had already been published officially in
the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL and elsewhere. I quite under-
stand how unpleasant it must be to be reminded of these
unpleasant and plain truths, and doubtless Mr. Horsley's
alarm at the damaging effect they must have upon the issue
of the contest is shared by most of his followers.-I am, etc.,
Old Traflord, Dec. 3rd. JAS. BRASSEY BRIERLEY.

Provincial Candidates.
SIR,-WJhether many or few of your readers are acquainted

with me is not germane to the question before us, and is an
allusion on the part of Mr. Horsley unworthy of a gladiator
of his renown.
The sophistries and special pleading in his letter are

astounding, and his effrontery in making them is no less so.
First, with regard to Sir Walter Foster, it is of no moment

whether he "has now only one address in the Register or
Directory," and does not alter the fact that his Birmingham
address was there in I897 and I898, and that he was resident
at that place as a provincial practitioner. His letters were
during the election addressed from there and replies sent
thither, a few of which I could show if Mr. Victor Alexander
Haden Horsley thinks this is also " untrue."
Secondly, Mr. Horsley says " he sought for a general prac-

titioner." Did his friend, Dr. Woodcock, refuse, and why?
Was it because he was so low down on the list of returns?
Did he ask Mr. George Jackson, whom it now suits his pur-
pose to push forward? Is he aware that he was willing to
come forward, and actually had his address printed, a few
hundred copies of which were sent to me? Does he want
proofs that this latter is not " untrue " ?
Thirdly, as to Mr. Horsley making the " third represent-

ative resident in London, and that it was not his doings but
the electors'.". This is puerile, as everyone will admit, as he
was not a mere automaton in the affair, but exerting himself
to the utmost for success.
No one will feel, after reading his letter, that hp has

cleared himself from the charges and inconsistencies I
brouhnt forward, though their astonishment at his skill as
a dialectician when he had no case may have been increased,
if that is any comfort to him.
He says "the rest of" my letter is " untrue."- I deny it.

It is very easy for him to say this, but it does not prove it;
it is a wholesale way of getting rid of difficulties. His first
letter. on page i6io,proves conclusively that he wishes " to
oust Mr. George.Brown." -Surely he will not condescend to


